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' There are two fundamental questions that
| from now on must inevitably haunt humanity.
| The first is: What do we want from the earth?

~ This is a pragmatic question and focuses upon

demands for resources and space With seven

billion of our species ignawing relentlessly

at the roots of production and consuming
the storehouses of the natural world at a
ferocious | pace, this is a questlon pregnant for,
strife and conflict It w:ll be the arch1tect for a
problematic future unprecedented at the global

This second question forces us to consider
the limits to human population growth, the
choices we must make regarding our demands
upon natural systems and the fact that human
bel;ngs everywhere, regardless of opportunity
or advantage rnust, ultimately and inescapably,
harvest from nature in order to survive. Much
hinges on this second question, yet its metrics

are mcredrbly difficult to define. Still, somehow :

| we need to decide: What do we want for the ‘

: earth? After all, its future is 111 our hands

scale, though pertamly there have been many i

historical examples of ecologlcal co!lapse and
human catastrophe at the reglonal and local
levels, In this sense we know both the enemy
and thel future it is us. and it is ours Yet this
question is at ]east one where we! can estimate

the cost of our emstence in terms we all can |
; ‘ﬂt | rather than by destroymg it, a wbrld where |

| human health and cultur‘a.l dlversrty can be |

easily understand | i

The second quest;on is much harder to deﬁne j
‘ and reqmres aimore nua.nced understandlng of
: both the natural world and our basrc humanlty

It requtres us to presume that the natural

| world is ﬁnne and that human bemgs are no
less tied to its 'rhythms of production and

recovery than are the great whales!that swim
the world's: oceans or the qarmvores that race

| their pt‘ey across: the grea.t grassland plau::ts1

"'t': (

: Whlle thls question seems mtractable, Ibeheve !

| We already know a lot about what we really 1

- want, at least generally I believe we wan.t a

world of wﬂdhfe and scenic dwerstty a world

of clean water ancl air,a werld where mankmd !

' can be provrsloned by workmg within natmre

malntamed and a WOrld where tradlttonal

j believe the ma]orlty of! people would aecept

these standards. I believe they would recognize |
' - world’s blOdjVGISlt} and worthy of our interest,

| within them the full potentlal tor human

 beings to remain engaged 1n harvesnng from ;

; nature; though certamly also ensurlng that |
: such harvests are not depletwe, but are tied to |

the capadttxes of nature to, supply, sustam and

replenish. This is what an ecological approach

to humanity entails.

What a truly ecological approach does not entail
is preernpting man’s natural engagements
with the rest of biodiversity or denying his
inalienable dependence on the products of
natural systems. An ecological approach does
not 1nc1ude turning humamty' from engaged
part1c1pant to styhshc voyeur or rejecting his
evolutmnary and historic role as a predator,

| harvester and cultwator of the natural world.

Nor does an ec010g1ca1 approach permit one to
dxsregard the myriad of human cultures whose
cl:a.@r to day lives are completely dependant
upon and inevitably lead to animal use and
ammal death as an ongotng reality - fishers,
hunters, ranehers, and farmers, In trying to
disassemble humarity’s taking of animal lives
and =deseribe it as t‘oreign to moral living, or
gratuitous, surely nte must also deny the direct

f livelihoods ¢ an Gk suppo Lo d festere g1 fobd and related economic dependencies of

btl.hens of people around the world. Are not
these people and their cultures also pazt of the

admrretlon and protectlon?

I believe they are, Indeed, I believe they
represent the founding professmns of

i humanity. and as Sueh are part of that

Conservat10n Matters'rM . 6 |




original and historic landscape of human-
nature engagement that we ought to be
most concerned with preserving, For buried
somewhere in these odysseys to existence
are truths of great significance to humanity,
lessons that were hard won by experience and
practical engagement that inform how we can
most successfully live within the natural world.
These lessons have surely also confirmed our
absolute dependence on the natural systems
we capture and utilize. Precisely because of
this knowledge, I also believe these human
enterprises must be especially concerned for
the natural world and for the lives of animals
and the future of species.

Those of us who have been directly responsible
for the deaths of animals bear an even greater
burden of duty. We are now part of the very
fabric of nature and have participated in
its vital exchange. We have been witness to
death, the passing of life and the undeniable
end that awaits all living forms. By our hands
has the fire of existence been extinguished
in sentient creatures that have enthralled us
since our earliest beginnings and continue as
a source of fascination and beauty in our lives;
creatures that lured us to art and religion and,
eventually, to our very notions of humanity. As
hunters we have experienced the natural world
in ways most human beings never do and can
appreciate its intricate designs as essential to
the future of wildlife and our own species as
well. Our days afield with wild creatures are
now indelible parts of ourselves; their deaths
an indelible part of our lives.

So it ought to be that we give back to
nature more than others; and more than
we have taken. Working to ensure the
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viability of nature and the sustainable use
of wild resources ought to be an understood
requirement of hunters, as much a part of the
hunting experience as learning animal sign
or how to safely and accurately use a firearm.
Society ought to witness this commitment in
our ranks and understand by it that hunting
is indeed a force for conservation and not
some frivolous indulgence. We cannot simply
say we are conservationists and concerned for
wildlife’s future. We must demonstrate this
and do so emphatically, over and over again.
Only by doing so can we convince society of
our concern for the wild others we pursue; the
same wild others that have sustained us in so
many ways over such a long and improbable

arc of time.

Doing so will require a good deal of hunters.
It will require an understanding of the role of
wildlife science and research, of the complex
challenges of wildlife management, and of the
social and political forces that come to bear
on wildlife issues. It will require speaking
out on issues and expressing a willingness
to learn from others who are knowledgeable
about wildlife. It will require dialogue with
a wide spectrum of groups whose roles and
perspectives may differ considerably but who
are equally active players on behalf of wildlife
nevertheless. In short, it will require doing
things like organizing this wildlife sympostum.

The Guide Outfitters Association of
British Columbia has clearly launched
upon a conservation mission. Certainly
the membership of their organization and
its leadership must be concerned with
the practical realities that confront their
businesses. They have, after all, invested
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their lives and that of their families in these

endeavors. Yet, they are clearly concerned
with far more than this and are working for
the conservation of wildlife in a much broader
sense. They are, in fact, demonstrating ‘what
seemingly a large percentage of our society
has failed to realize; namely, that conservation
matters. They are also demonstrating what
passion and commitment and broad thinking

can achieve.

There are many conservation minded
organizations of greater size and means than
the Guide Outfitters Association of British
Columbia; but very few can attest to having
organized a meeting on wildlife conservation
equal to the one described in the pages to
follow. Bringing practitioners from around
the globe together to discuss important
issues facing wildlife is not an.easy task. It is,
however, a sign of commitment, maturity and
poise that, if emulated by other organizations
throughout North America, would quickly
advance wildlife conservation to a vastly
improved level of concern and discussion with
governments and the public alike. It would
also elevate the role of huating as a force for

wildlife conservation.

Let us hope this example is not lost on the
wider hunting community but inspires it to
do more in the name of conservation, For in
the end it is not hunting, but consefyation
itself that must, and truly does, matter most.
Wildlife are our sentinels of hopé, no less today -
than in our distant past. We onght never tﬁ*

lose sight.of this. 4 4
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