Hunting As Sustamnable Use

International Conservationists
Are Taking Notice of North America’s Model.

n a previous essay, I explained
how the hunter-based model of
wildlife conservation has been
ignored by international efforts aimed
at sustaining natural resources.
Instead, the international commu-
nity was engaged in its own search
for a new conservation paradigm.
Something new was required, some-
thing that considered both human
motivations and traditions, as well as
the ecological necessities for wildlife
species. This was the very logic on
which our huntmg based North
American approach was founded
For more than 20 years, the inter-

national focus was o protectmg
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has become known as the “sustain-
able use” approach, now accepted as
the guiding philosophy for protecting
the biological diversity of the world,
endorsed by virtually every impor-
tant conservation organization.

The sustainable use approach recog-
nizes that conservation problems are
caused by a number of factors that
include economic and cultural issues
and, to achieve long term conservation
successes, must include human tradi-
tions and concerns in the solutions.
Conservation is imperiled where

people see no advantage to themselves

: in protecting wildlife. To sustain wild

creatures and the habitats they

require, we need to develop programs
: s:that generate

“\‘Jstamable beneﬁts bo

wildlife research that has formed the
principal economic, social and political
support for wildlife conservation. True,
other groups, especially those focused
on habitat and wilderness protection
have meaningfully assisted, but
hunters have led and continue to lead
the most successful, longest estab-
lished wildlife conservation program in
the world. It has been a challenge to
engage non-hunters, and even hunters
themselves in this history, even herein
North America. It is really no surprise

that the world community has failed to
recogn.ize our achievements and the




