Wildlife biclogiste
examine a gray wolf to
monitor territory census
and DNA data,

B —
Will we, as hunters,
be prepared then
fo recomimnend
taking wolves by
any and all means
fo keep their
numbetrs within
Tunits we consider

reasonable”

olves have figured prorminently
i thie Inves and mmagmanons
of men seemingly forever Feared for

| thar capacity as predators, loathed for

their depredation on domesnic stock,

| and adraired for their complon social

behavior aind exiaordinary beauty,
waolves were destined to become
legendary, er so 1t would scem. Their

| howis, sent shyward in the winter

darkness, rolling over the coloz-

| drenched landscapes of awrumn, have

never faded 1o inspire our own soulfu!
musings. They were meant to walk
the earth vath us, ransformed from a

'The Dancing of
‘Wolves and Men

distant relanonshup of compention to

one of companionship and plavfiiness.

Thar doniesteaied cousin, the dog, has

been of carraordinary sigmficance to

human socteues for thousands of vears
Yet, despite the long road and

many chaages that have oconrred

| sinee we first domesucated him, the
| wolf retamns the capaciry to draw
| from modern human socieues an

intense debate as to hus value, s
proper place in today’s world, and
yes, even hus right 10 cxst. Fow

| animal centered-debates have raged

sa fucionsly and for so long. In this

sense, our relaconshup with Canzs
fupys represents the very essenee
of our comphicated tension with
those others who demand a share of
carth's rmited space and resovrees
‘We may see in their preseace @ more
hmsted possibility for aurselves; but
in ther absence, 2 sense of loss and
chsconnectedness that hannts our
own desire for a world of beanty and
completencss

In both the Greac Lakes region
and 1n the Northein Rocky
Mountans, wolves {specifically the
gray wolf} have been mcreasing
i numbers and expanding
therr range. Aosing from therr
beleaguercd status that saw them
placed on the 1.5, Endangered
Species Lust 10 1967, the snow dog
i5 ONCC MOLS rOamiNg over great
terricones ripe with herds of elk,
mule deer and fi carde. Howling
with hus newfound opporouriny,
hus kand now muscalarly probe an
expanding array of habitais and
ranges, growing ever swonger and
advanaing math certanty towards
final iegal delsong Emerging
from the procective carapace of the
Endangered Speaes Act the wolf
auw enters the doman of state
policy and wolf management plans
Regardicss of how serongly some
wndmviduals may feel, the o olf wiil
again be hunted, and hos deatly, hke
hus hife, wall sor the deep longigs
and fear that humans have always
held towards him

Bur the quesaon that looms
before hunrers 15 not so much
whether wolves should be managed
for both ecological and social
carrving capaaty, for that will
surely Bappen to some extent; buc
what posttion should we take as
conservanomisis? To kill a wolf
15 a challenge, and managers wiil
certamly find “managing” them
an elusive prospect if fur chase
cecreational hunbng 1 chewr only
opava. We cughr to remember thac
this is not somethung we arc well
versed o It 1s hard o find examples
of where receeational hunting has
had much cifect on wolt gumbers,

although with extraordinary cfforts
sich as acnal shooang, their
nurnbers can be moie effectvely
decreased. Where reads are few
and aunber plenty, the recreanonal
huner wall ind the task especially
difficult and managers mav be

| forced to consider alwerpanve means

1 the objecuve 15 large sale wolt

| reductions on a continuous basis

Thus & not 10 argue aganst
making our best attempis to use
bunters under faur chase restuictions
2 manage healthy wolf populauons
Quite the conuary. We should make

| every cifort to do so. Honever,
| wemoust also be prepared for the

dufficult deusions that wall ensuc 1f
this fails, and it probably will not, in
wself, be sufficient to the task. Will

| we, as hunters, be prepared then to

recommend tiking welves by any

| and all mezns to keep then numbcers

within hmies we consider reasonable?

! And how will we deade what is

reasenables Wall it be when our

| hunung opportusity ts dunimshed

just a fictle or opiy when it has been
drasueally curtailed? And what effect
will these posioons bave on how

! we are percerved by the mainstream

pabhe? It might be easy o say we
don’t varc about that, but the reality
18 we had betrer care a great deal
We need public suppore and where
we stand on wolies can make a big
ditference 1 how mach we get and

|
i how much we maunin

However, sumply accepring wolves
as part of the landscapes where we
huke, ranch and hunt may prove

| far more difficuit than findmg
| ways to manage their numbers.

Many people fear woives and many

| people loathe predators whenever

they wnerude on buman space. It s
not about how many there are or
how much damage chey do, rather
1215 simply that they do not want
dangerous anumals anywhere pear

| them. QOften other arguments are
put forward to yusufy removing
| predator, but often, deep down, 1t

really 18 our species-ole fear of the
greac beasts that pursued ond ate
us. And wolves have done this in

the past and probably will in the
furure. Like snakes and spiders,
carnwores often clicit deep and
negative evolenonary reachions, not
logicsl considerations of ecology or
biophilia (love of nature)

5¢ the very much larger
question for vs as hunters 1t this
How will we like dancng wich
wolves, aow that they are truly
wn our midst, and Fegandles of
whether they are “managed”
or noi? Mo longer 4 mytlucal
prospeet, the wolt'ss here, 2 real
fife predator with extraordinary
capacity to alter ungulate
populanons, and sigmficanty
affect our opportupities to hunt
the experiences and animals we
desice. Furthermore, the snaw dog
will bning many social parmers 1o
the ball - pareners whe will use
bis 1conic status to argue agaunst
all hunting, and suggest that 1t
15 man who must move aside
Infunaung, nawe and distracting,
this EHPOINT We must recognize 15
here to sty and a poroon of soucty
will agree with 1. Qur chalienge s
hunters 15 to make sure that we do
not, by our reactons, increase the
pereeatage of the public who will
agree with this nonon of wolves
first and humanity second

As with all dances, the first and
most imporrani techaique o be
mastered here is balancs The
wolves are here to stay, and most
hunters will agree that having them
wirh ws 15 woportant Maintaiing
e big carmvores has been ane of
the great achieyements of North
Aracnca’s hunter-led conservauon
movement We musi not jeopardizc
s, nor ever be seen to want
i do so. What we really want
15 to maintan some equilibmm
berween wolf numbers and che prey
that both wolves and men seck
Hunters must be the champion of
the wolf, the champion of the clk
and the champion of sustainable
vse for them all We need to walk
carefully in this debate, and keep
our balance. Dancing with wolves 1
here to stay &7




