s the debate surrounding the future of hunting plows
across social and political lines, those of us who have expe-
rienced the limitlessness of this engagement with nature
search for a way to explain our identity. Having gathered from
those glorious days afield impressions as full and layered as any
great work of art, we are left str umfhng, with how to explain hon-
estly who and what we are. We recognize that such an explana-
tion is important because, for people who do not wish to hunt, our
activity is indeed hard to imagine and harder to understand.
Perhaps the only way they can ever appreciate what we do is to
understand clearly who we are. For us as hunters, explaining who
we are’can go & great distance towards explaining why we do the
things we do. And e:urely nothmu is more critical to the future of
hunting than explammd to the pubim at large “why we hunt.” To
_ be successful in thise anleavm however, we need a persona —a col-
lective identity that is at once real and convineing.:
Throughout evoluhonary history, we humans have maintained
an unimpressive tarr ay tof physical features' and talents.
 Imperfectly adapted to, uprxght postmo weak and slow, by the
- standards of other cmatmcs our size, burnt by the sun and inca-
. pacitated by cold;we are the “just barely” species. Judfrcd by the
'standards of almost any other' wild creature, we are/ bland and
“. bereft. Indeed we wédre pm{)ably destined for a short ride to obliv-
ion but were salvaged by a fateful decision to invest i brain‘power.
“This allowed us to- break free of-the simple grind of plunder, pro-
“.create and perish, and to-contemplate the world around -us.-Like
all other predators, we soug,ht’hi(, through death. Unlike all other
predatom we understood the process. lar more zmportqnt though
we.fell in love with knowledge and courted undustﬁhdmg
‘Tt.was through this process that man’s hunting culture devel-
. oped. As each detail of his prey’s behavior became known, man’s
- prowess a$ a hunter improved. Sharpening his edge on an ecvlog-.
ical stdne, man understood not only the creatures thcmselve% but *.
.eventually the web of life-that sustained them all. Days and life: -
times spent studying the matural world eventually transform
humanity into the dominant life form on the planet. Powered by .
his-hunting technologies and enipowered by his krfowledge of the -
~ earth, man raced to the farthest reaches, of the globe. And every—
_ where, in every hunter—gatherer group and around every evening ...
fire, it-was declared: Those who understand nature best will "<
become our leaders, our elite-After all, It was not Just who threw
the spear'the farthest that determiried whether food was secured.
It was also those who could predict when and wheré the prey
would be found The hunter naturalist was admired and valued
‘above all others in sociefy, for lives and longevity depended on this
key prov1der Eventually, those who commumcated best w1th :
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nature were elevated to a priesthood, a class akin to God. Thus it
was for ninety-nine percent of our existence.

But such pedigrees are not easily discarded: The motivations
that valued them for so long are now embedded in the fabric of
humanity. As we cannot but love nature, we have no alternative
but to admire those who understand her. And all good hunters
understand nature in a profound and practical way. It is impera-
tive that we share this knowledge — not just for the hunt but for
our everyday lives, and with people of all interests whether they
are hunters or not. Indeed it is even more important to share it
with non-hunters. Let them see how we have worked to under-
stand animal sign and behayior. Let them appreaate how we take
pleasure and pride in just knowing the ways of wild creatures,
whether or not they are to be hunted. Let the public understand
that the kill is one fierce second in an eon of peaceful pleasure, a
purposeful intensity on a freedom voyage of self- dlscoyery How
else are they to know? Who should we expect to explaln the truth
about hunters, if hunters themselves will not?.

We have in our hunter souls that archetype — the first and truest
image of successful man. We are all captives here — the'hunter and
the non-hunter, and we all' exist because the hunter naturalist
emerged. As.a ﬁatermty, wé need to cultivate this image and this
dialogue with'the broad public and-push ourselves to become bet:
ter naturalists, dnd'better-hunters as our lives praceed. In the end,
many people may never truly understand *why we hunt” but’ they
can surely be led to appreciate the naturalist in us all. Indced they'
have no choice. Time and tide have ordained it so. |

Instead of the warrior side, we need to show the pubhc the
hunter who snnles 4t the antics of a squirrel,'and records whé\a,
plants bloom and die. Instead of constantly talking about oui~ guns |
and ammunition, let’s discuss how ‘we love wild country. Instead of
throwing slurs at those who are opposed to hunting, let’s commu- |
nicate to all who would listen to our fascination for wild creatures. .

Ifwe axe true to our past and to ourselves, theriwe will be called
hunter naturahsts I don’t think the words should ever be sepa- |
rated,.and in reality they never could be. In time Wwe may discov- l

er that it is the natur ahst in us that matters most. ThlS “aﬁ:er all,”
is hurnamtys common gwund R S
‘Shane P Mahoney is an inter natmnally acclaimed
| 'QLOZOﬂzst with extenstve field experience in wildlife
reseqrch. A brilliant and nvetmb public orator,
he lectures primar Lly on hunting’s relevance in
modern times.. He is considered a leading
: 'autho: Lty on Nor th Amencan conser vatwn




