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i iConservatlonlsts, S(:1ent1sts and | i
‘politicians converge at the Natlonal Frsh Mk
and Wlldhfe Conservatlon Congress i

B ASS!STANT EDITOR STEVE GALEA | f IRRUBBIIRE

. truths: conservatlon is lrrevocably
' linked to pubhc health; the peace
- and prospenty of the world depend ‘
| on ensuring the baslc components |
© of the natural worId are mauntamed ‘
| and’ W]ldllfe knows no borders and o
' can no longer BXISt WlthOllt human ‘
stewardshlp B !
. He pauses. Then he looks us
collectwely in the eye and asks an

3 “How canit be thatthe very thing that ‘

world aud conservatlon as the best @ L
: 1t to keep! 1t to malntam ]t how can | |

it be that thisis aJ]o\ved to becomea SRR
51deshow 1n the political, soc1al and : e
| economic debates of this country and ; i
others"”‘:iri-‘-‘;
. He urges us to change this. “We IR
have to posmon thls, he proclalms Ly

hane Mahoney steps up to the podium. He looks like Moses
and, as we soon find out, has the oratorical skills of a fine
Shakespearian actor. His message, delivered with impeccable
| cadence, poetic prose, and evangelical fervour, is simple, yet
| profound. “Somehow,” he says, “we have to convince people
at all levels of society that conservation matters.”

democracy, freedom Under the law R

. at'the same status as the notlons of !
' Justice and human rlghts Beca,use |

. law, human rights, 1ndependence of

i , ‘s\-:":-w'w; | TS EEEEE
I R
- Then, for| the next 45 m nutes, he I' protected w11d11fe throughout the‘ ha.ppmess and securit'y ca'n‘only be ||
I proeeeds to make a very convincing | U.S, and Canada |Themn, he reminds reahzed When conservat:on rnatters D
f case Hebegins by telling us about the | us how it’s founded .on the prlnci‘p]'es ' and those natural résources are @ i
hlstory of the North Amerlcan model | of susta.ma.ble use - and how that malnta,med and used w1se1y for thls PR

of conservatlon that has succeSSful]y pnnc1p1e is under attack ‘ generatlon and generatlons to come

' Call humamty relies | upon, the: natural 3 | 14
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& f‘Cortsie'rtfationjgmattErs;”
| | says: again, not just to wildlife

|| professionals, hunters, anglers, and
' 1 other conservationists, but also to the

 broader public; And, ifthey don't know

1 that, then he says weneed to do abetter

Job conveymg the crucial message
1t that the North Amerlcan model of
| Wlldhfe conservatlon has worked for

all, not just those of us' who make use
'of ﬁsh and wildlife. Wlth that the ﬁrst ‘

| NFWCC is off to an auspicious start.
| As/Mahoney takes it all in, on that
' first Monday morning of the 3Y2-day
3 ev'ent he rnus't feel 'something akin to
relief. For this historical congress, held
' in late May at the Westin Ottawa hotel,
' in the shadow of Parliament Hill, is the
I culmination of a_nlldea he’s nurtured
‘;forzoyears AN IR T I

‘Build It and They Will Come
jNea,rly 450 were in attendance, They
| came from every province and tertitory
|in Canada, from 17 U.S. states, and
from as far away as Australia. They

came to talk about regional issues and

he

, to share stccesses and research and
see how others approach the complex
| issues of conservation. They came to
show support for an idea that was long
| overdue and tonetwork with peers and
| colleagues. And, they left with a better

conservatlon to prevaﬂ

' event was merely a dream Then,

- somethmg fortuitous happened. The

' Ontario Federation of Anglers and
Hunters (OFAH) invited Mahoney to

| be the keynote speaker at its Annual

. General Meetmg and F1sh and Wﬂdhfe

. Conference.

- was one of the few organizations that

. ability to host such an undertaking,

: (then) Executwe—Dlrect_or Mike Reagler

! informal chat, he shared his|vision of

: Snapshots.

! From \top left, author chats with Rosre

| Cooney. Dan Ashe and Terry French deliver |
| their messages. Attendees at one of

| the many workshops. Ontario Minister

| of Natural Resources Michael Gravelle,

: to v01ce common concerns They came

understandmg of what it Wlll take for ;

Only four years ago, this incredible

Recogmzmg that the federatlon.
poseessed the capac1ty, expertlse, a.nd,
! Mahoney requested 3 meeting with

' and Manager of Government Affairs
'and Policy Greg Farrant. In. that.

la conference that Would brlng together ik

Angelo Lombardo, and Greg Farrant. Many

. conference presenters and partners offeredi
la chance to network. .

major fish and w11dhfe conservatmn

: stakeholders and attract sc1entlsts,:
| governments, NGOs, a.cadenucs, dnd:
 key policy 3 makers.. | [

- The idea was born out of readmg'
conservation history. And, Mahoney'
says, it took form after he recognized
that while the Americans, under the

| guidance of Theodore Roosevelt, had

launched their conservation movement

through a series of extraordinary

meetings in the earlj 1900s, we in

' Canada had never held a meeting of
| thlS kmd It was Just an 1dea, he sald
! until Reader dec1ded to! make it happen

) An All—Star Cast i
| Mahoney was appomted the Congress :

Committee’s Honourary Chair. But,

'he’s qulck to credit Farrant, congress -
'genera.l manager. In fact, he calls
| Farrant the competent ‘general that
‘took it forward. “It couldn’t have
-happened without Greg Fa.rrant - he .
 said matter-of-factly, o

- Farrant, however, prefers to call it a

team effort. “A congress of this nature
'does not come together by the eﬂ"orts .
| of any one person, he said. “The OFAH

team was fortunate to have help from
key conservation groups across No,rth |




THE ROAD AHEAD i
| |

1
|
|
|
- |
TR DR i
. Amenca |They|oﬁere|d the1r EXpBI'tIISB,
| t:lme and cohtacts It was alcorlltmental
'team'“':: 1]
I In any

b case, an astoundi'ngiamoulnt
I of Work was done Executive, steering,
' and orgamzmg commlttees were
formed Partnershlps were made
among them were the governments of
Canada, Ontaﬂo and Nova Scotla as |
well as Ducks Unhrmted Canada, the |
Nature Conservancy, the Wild Sheep |
Foundation) Conservation| Force, the |
Boone and Crockett Club, Safari Club |
International, Dallas Safari Club, and 17 |
other keen partners and spo:nsors: (See |
Partners srdebar pg 54, for full hstmg)
| More than 100 presenters were |
booked These 1ncluded leaders of
conservatlon NGOS, world renowned
blologlsts, po]lsters, falconers trappers
and scientists, Director General of the |
Canadian Wildlife Servlce Beverly
Poter, and Drrector of the U.S. FlSh
and Wildlife Service Dan Ashe.
| The farthest visitor, from Austraha,
. was Dr. Rosie| |Cooney, a renowned
conservationist and the Global Chalr |
. of the| World Conservatlon Umons |
Sustamable Use and | leehhoods .

(!)f life, and di_senfranchlses and alien: tes

: Moreover, _sheI sa;d

that only so r:nu!ch and can he set 'aside
t'or lthi%;. Lo | : : : | |
| Cooney sald sustalnable' use as

practlsed in North Amerlca prov1des -

1ncent1ves for conservatlon She sald
that allowmg loeal populatlons in |
poorer parts of the world to manage |

wildlife for tounsrn hunting, and other |
sustainable uses typically results in |

economic boons and enormous beneﬁts
for wildlife.,| - | || | e

| And so it Went Wl‘tl’l each speaker
new perspect1ves were revealed

| The first three mornmgs were spent

1n plenary sessrons where the entire |
congress heard speakers address :
broad issues; On the first morning, the -
tioptc was| V\fhyI conservation matters.”|

The second morning addressed |

conservatlon challenges, the third the |

opportunltles to move forward, During |

the first two afternoons, participants |
were free to choose the présentations .

they attended. Workshops, in which |

the delegates were d1v1ded mto ﬁve :

groups to address ﬁve chﬂ”erent 1ssues,
occupled the th1rd afternoon The last
| | {tc s ot IF ot

“ The ane Mlnlster

honoured us with his

presence and made good
on yet another campaign

promlse ”

Specrallst Group She .prov1ded '

a perspectwe from places where
' sustamable use is not the norrn She
explamed that in most parts ofthe world
' the conservatlon strategy|is to separate
- and preserve threatened wildlife in
state-protected areas. This, she said,
restricts human contact, but also hurts

1mpover15hed people 1nd1genous ways

mormng was spent in part rev1ew1ng
those recommendatlons '

TO the credlt of the organlzers 1t '
wasn 't easy to choose whlrchl aft_ernoon '

presentation to attend. An impressive
array of local and international experts
presented a host of diverse topics.
These included regional, national, and

1nternatronal perspectlves on habltat

B t1me at the event

pro'tecnon and preservatlon pu blie'
perceptlons the role of sc1ence, climate | |
change, 1nvaswe 5pec1es, andwmldhfe '
and ﬁshenes rnanagement to name R :‘
a few. You could gain new 1n51ght' R
about everything from polar bearsand ' B
m1gratory birds to Atlantlc salrnon and
antr—huntmg campaigns. The scope’ of
conservation issues brought forward
was impressive,: ,

| Qutside of the presentatlon rooms |
was a poster session, in which studies |
were posted jon boards and the |
researchers who wrote them were there |
to e'xplajn' and answer questions. | .|

Pol|t10|ans too -
Ontar1o s Natural Resources |
Mlnlster M1chael Gravelle dehvered
tlhe. Wlelcomlng rernarks. Onl the
third morning, Newfoundland and |
Labrador’s Minister of Environment |
and Conservation| Terry French | | | .
provided ‘insights on how his | .= |
government invested in science to stem |

the decline of their caribou herds.

| Federally, Minister of Fisheries and

Oceans Keith Ashfield and Minister of |
Envrronment Peter Kent both spoke of | ‘
the challenges and opportunltres for L i
the sustainable use of fish and mldhfe, Lol
respectively' Conservative MPs Gr'ajr

Pohtlcally, the hlghhght occurred
at Wednesday evening’s banquet b
when ane Mlnlster Stephen Harpe ' i

pohtlcal leader challenged the congress ; W
to bring forward ideas that would |
ﬁlrther the eause of conservatlon By

THE SEVEN SISTERS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN MODELOF CONSERVATION

4. The Public Trust: It is the
government’s responsibility to |
hold wildlife in lrust for all lts
citizens.

wildlife.

2. Prohibition on Commerce: |
The elimination of the

commetcialization of ﬂsh *md

3. Democtatic Rule of
keeps! wildlife management
regulated under law and

| accessible to all citizens. |

:5. Non-frivalous Use: This
: This | was eventually defined to
mean killing for food and fur,
self-defence, and onopu ty

protection.

4. Huntmg Opportumty for All.

6. International Resources: | .
Wildiife knows no borders, so [l
laws should take this into i
account. !



| the time it was over, it was evident |
| thatthe NFWCC had already made an
| impression on government. . = |

The event was well noticed on

| Parliament Hill,” Farrant confirmed.

“I|was partmular]y pleased that the

.| Prime Minister honoured us with his
b presence and made good on yet another !
Lo campalgn promxse

f Comparlng Notes :
! In gatherings hke thls what goes
| on over coffee or dinner is almost as |
' important as the formal proceedings. |
| The NEWCC was no different. During
| breaks, business ¢ards were traded
- and people campared notes. You
| didn’t have to go far to hear common
| concerns: habltat loss, the threat of 3
! climate change, 1nvaswe specres, and
! ﬁmdralsmg issues: were hrgh on the hst |
of haIlway d}scusswns

Mike Sulhvan, drrector of ﬁsh

! and wildlife for'the province of New
! Brunswick, voiced the concern of
| many when hesaid that one of his |
| main challenges was keeping youth
| engaged in the outdoors. “I'm not just
| talking about hunting and angling, but
| canoeing and hiking and all that..,” he
| said. “Getting them involved is gomg to
' be fundamental for conservatlon gomg'
down the road &

. Steve Mealey, mce—premdent of the
j Boone and Crockett Club, was one
! of several American 'delegates who
| expressed frustration with the growing

| trend by anti-hunting groups to use legal
| action to interfere with conservation |

| initiatives and’ sustamable use.
All these shared concerns circulated
' in the halls; creatlng a oornmon bond. In

 fact, Mealey put it n1ce1y when he said
' one of the thlngs he'd take awa.y from

the congress was a sense of brotherhood
' and a reassurance that people in both
| countries shared the same passion and
i commltment to conservatlon :

‘fWalklng Away

| One of the great hopes of the
| organizers is that this NFWCC will
i be the first of many. Each, they hope,
' will further entrench and advance
the conservation ethic in North
America. Furthermore, they intend

to plaee theE recornmendatiohs,that

emerged from the workshops into the

hands of politicians and government '

pohcy -makers.

| The event went off so smoothly that
veterans of such gatherings seemed
astonished by the lack of glitches,
especially considering the ambitious
scope. It proved hlghly mformatlve,
prov1ded great opportunities for
partnershlps and networking and
readyaccess to government and' natural
resources departments. | |

!'For many, the sense of umty the

NFWCC hlghhghted was equally ;

1mportant

s was comfortlng to know .

tha_t we're all umted,.”.sald OFAH

Executive-Director Angelo Lombardo.
“We have different approaches but at
the end of the day it’s about gettmg to |
the ﬁnlsh hne It s not an md1v1dual
agenda, but a collectlve one... We !
brought 450 of some of the most |
brilliant conservation minds together |

to address the issues.”

Early on Mahoney sald “I thought |
| thatit would beimportant to Canadian
| conservation and toithe advancement of
| the continental framework of the North
- American model of conservation. Isaw

thisasa Way of advancmg and sendlng i
- Canada ona road of recognizing that
: conservatlon really does matter.”

AS I write this, Farrant and others are

| still analyzmg the impact. But, he says, |
| based on initial responses, the event
| was a great success. i

*We see it as a good thlng for the

| future of fish and wildlife conservation
| across North America” said Farrant. |
““Obviously, this is a huge undertaking in
 terms of cost, effort, and organization.

| We’ re now hoplng that another
orgamzatlon will step forward to host :
| the next one sometlme in the next three !
! to five years. If 50, we're quite willing to
' provide support and what we learned
| to ensure that this 1mportant initiative
| continues.”

/The inaugural NFWCC spanned less

| than four short days. With any luck at
| all, the process of raising the profile
| of conservation will continue far into

the future. Let’s hope the road ahead
is' smooth. @ i

' :The Government of Ontarlo
The Government of Canada {1l
IThe Province of Nova' Scotia |
|Ducks Unlimited Canada | |
:Canadran Natrona! Sportsmens i ‘
-Showa [T A TR |
‘Wildlife Habitat Canada
'The Great Lakes Fisheries

' ;NFWGC Partners " i

Breakrng Detalts :

For more information, visit the

congress website (nrwce.com),
where abstracts and selected
presentations from the event will be

posted as they're made available.
Waorkshop recommendations will also
be posted on the site as soon as
the congress organizing committee
compiles and disseminates the
results.

Farrant says that, eventually.
congress partners will use these
recommendations for policy.
programme, and funding proposals.
He also invites the public to view
and utilize the recommendations.
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Dallas Safari Club

Eerd Sheep | Foundatron
‘ -Boone and Crockett C!ub
i Cabelaa

|Canadian Wildlife Federatlon !
Conservatlon Force gt !
Assomatron 'of Fish and erdllfe
Agencres ‘ |

The Wildlife Socaety PR
‘Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation
'Safari Club International | | | |
American Income Life |
Shlmand' I S
Manltoba Wildiife Federatron |
‘Sustainable Forestry, Inltlatwe.

Fur Institute of Canada |
Atlantic Salmon Federat:on
Nature Conservancy of Canada

' Federatlon Quebecmse des '

I | | | i
chasseurs et pecheurs i e 1
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