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Wildlife conservation in Canada and the United States emerged
during the late 19" and early 20" centuries, recognizably distinct from other
forms found worldwide. We refer to this form as the “North American
model of wildlife conservation.” The model has endured a test of time that
has seen dramatic changes in society and the landscape of North America.
The Model has also become a system of sustainable development of a
renewable natural resource that is without parallel in the world. The strength
of this model derives in great part from its continental scope. Early in the
twentieth century, Canada, a British colony, could easily have adopted the
mother country’s wildlife policies. Instead, Canada chose a path that paral-
leled that of the United States, allowing the best minds on both sides of the
border to engage in constructive cooperative efforts. The formation of a
continental set of policies that was so successful in rescuing wildlife is
somewhat parallel to the late 18" century constitutional fervor that engulfed
the United States and gave rise to the most powerful democracy in the world.
The revolution around wildlife likewise occupied the best minds of the time,
and generated an equally brilliant solution that swept the continent. Currently,
there is somewhat of a renaissance occurring with North Americans recogniz-
ing that wildlife conservation was the greatest environmental success story of
the twentieth century (e.g., Ball 1985, Kallman 1987, Mansell 2000). Efforts
are under way by The Wildlife Society (Conserve Our Wildlife Conservation
Heritage) and Orion The Hunters Institute (J. Posewitz personal communica-
tion) to document the history of wildlife conservation on a state and provincial
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basis. Among the countless remarkable species restoration successes that have
been documented, itis important to note that not only huntable wildlife were
restored. For example, songbirds and shorebirds were protected, converting
their status into nongame species. In the case of songbirds, protection was not
without utility as these were seen as important helpers in curbing agricultural
inscct pests. Perhaps most notable among the Model's achievements, is how it
turned what was a “Tragedy of the Commons” (Hardin 1968), the uncontrolled
and often competitive exploitation of a resource, into a triumph of the commons
(Geist 1995), demonstrating that contrary to “Commons” theory, public owner-
ship of a resource can result in its conservation without abuse.

In this paper we define the key components of the model and discuss
the role hunters and hunting had in constructing these components, as well as
what implications the loss of a hunting subculture might have on the future of
this model.

The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation

The North American model of wildlife conservation has seven
components that collectively form a foundation that yields its distinct structure.

1. Wildlife as Public Trust Resources

The reason that government agencies have legal oversight of wildlife
has grounding in the public trust doctrine (Bean 1983). The concept of
wildlife as a common resource held in trust for the people has been traced
back to the Bible, Roman legal codes under Emperor Justinian (A.D. 529),
and the Magna Charta of 1215 (Adams 1993). The “Law of Things” (res) in
Roman law included res extra patrimonium-things that were outside of
private ownership. Within this code, wild animals (ferae naturae) were
turther included within the category res nullius—things owned by no one.
Ownership of a wild animal occurred only when it was physically possessed.

Following the decline of the Roman Empire, the Danish king Canute
(A.D. 1018) changed the ownership of wild animals in England from property
of no one (res nullius) to property of the landowner, who received land
through grant from the sovereign (Adams 1993). The slow transition away
from this royal power over wildlife began in the 13" century when the Magna
Charta directed the removal of private fish weirs that were greatly impeding
navigation (Bean 1983). This was later expanded to bar the king from
granting private fisheries in tidal waters. In 1842, a riparian landowner’s
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